San Francisco for Democracy Membership Meeting

March 2, 2009

 

Present: Maxine Anderson, Tom Brown,  Jim Cowan, Maxine Doogan, Tim Durning, Joni Eisen, Steph Feiring, Tim Hsu, Luke Klipp, Ivory McFarland, Susan Pfeifer, Maggie Rubenstein,  John Trinkl, Brent Turner, Jeff Whittington, Peter Wong 

President Tim During called the meeting to order at 7:10pm

(All votes in format for-against-abstain unless otherwise noted.)

1.Maxine Doogan gave a report on the San Francisco Erotic Service Providers Union’s participation in the World Social Forum in Belem, Brazil Jan. 27-Feb. 1. A special trade unionization of the sex industry forum was sponsored by India’s sex worker union, Karnataka, and the International Commission for Labor Rights. Ms. Doogan thanked SF for Democracy for its support of Prop K which would have decriminalized prostitution in San Francisco.

2. Proposed By-Law Amendments:

A. Current By-Law: Section G dealing with Lapsed Membership: “Lapsed members may bring their dues current at any time within six (6) months of having lapsed and immediately regain all rights of membership in the Organization. After six (6) months, the lapsed member must join the Organization as a new member in accordance with the provisions herein.

Amendment: Section G dealing with Lapsed Membership: “Lapsed members may bring their dues current at any time within eight (8) months of having lapsed and immediately regain all rights of membership in the Organization. eight (8) months, the lapsed member must join the Organization as a new member in accordance with the provisions herein.

The amendment passed 15-0-0.

B. Article 8.C.[Joining Coalitions] currently states: "At its discretion, the Steering Committee may determine whether to officially join or support a coalition that supports policies we have previously endorsed or bring that decision to a vote of the general membership. If approved, the membership will be notified within one week." 

Proposed amended version: "At its discretion, the Steering Committee may determine whether to officially join or support a coalition (outside our normal endorsement process) or bring that decision to a vote of the general membership. The membership will be notified of any such decision within one month." The amended version passed 15-0-0

3. Water privatization report and recommendation. This item was tabled because the original report was not at the meeting.

4. Resolutions on Single Payer bills

Jim Cowan proposed: "Be it resolved that San Francisco for Democracy expresses its support for the US National health Care Act (HR 676), and calls upon federal legislators to work towards its enactment within the current Congress." 

An amendment was proposed: "This vote does not preclude supporting other health care bills in the future." This amendment passed 13-2-0. The amended proposal passed 15-0-0.

Jim Cowan proposed: "Be it resolved that San Francisco for Democracy expresses its support for The California Universal Healthcare Act (SB 810), and enthusiastically supports the efforts of Bay Area legislators to work towards its enactment."

Tom Brown proposed an amendment striking "expresses its support for" and replacing this with "endorses." This amendment passed 15-0-0. The amended proposal: "Be it resolved that San Francisco for Democracy endorses The California Universal Healthcare Act (SB 810), and enthusiastically supports the efforts of Bay Area legislators to work towards its enactment."

5.  Open Source Voting

Proposal from Brent Turner: “San Francisco for Democracy endorses the use of Open Source Voting Systems in all local, state and federal elections. Passed 15-0-0

5. Budget Report. Tim Hsu’s 2009 Budget Plan [Attached] was passed 15-0. 

The SF for Democracy General Membership meeting was adjourned.

SF for Democracy PAC meeting 

March 2, 2009

The San Francisco for Democracy PAC meeting was called to order by President Tim Durning immediately after the close of the SF for Democracy meeting.

1. Single Payer

Joni Eisen proposed that SF for Democracy PAC urge the Democratic Party to support “The California Fair Elections Act of 2008 that will appear on the June 8, 2010 ballot to establish a pilot program providing public financing for Secretary of State candidates in the 2014 and 2018 elections.” Passed 15-0-0.

Joni Eisen proposed “We [SF for Democracy PAC] join with the California Clean Money Campaign in publicly supporting the establishment of voluntary public financing of election campaigns. We endorse the California Fair Elections Act which will set up a pilot project providing public financing for Secretary of State candidates in the 2020 election.” Passed 15-0-0

2. Discussion of SF Ethics Board priorities and problems

Joe Lynn, a former Ethics Board commissioner, made a presentation on the priorities and problems of the SF Ethics Board.  He made two proposals for SF for Democracy PAC actions which were discussed.  Because of lack of clarity and context for these proposals, a  motion was made to table them and ask Mr. Lynn to submit a concise proposal before the next meeting was passed 10-1-1.

3. Tim Hsu’s 2009 Budget Plan for SF for Democracy PAC passed 15-0-0

4. Tom Brown gave a brief report on the California Democratic Party convention in Sacramento at the end of April. Six delegates from SF for Democracy will attend.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:32pm.

Minutes submitted by John Trinkl

PAGE  
1

