Minutes

San Francisco for Democracy General Membership Meeting

Mission District Police Station






May 22, 2007

I.    Welcome

Tom Brown welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order on time, at 7:10PM   17 people in attendance:   14 members in good standing, 3 guests.
II.   Approval of minutes

Minutes from the February 20, 2007 General Membership Meeting were approved.

III.   Approval of agenda

Agenda was approved, with the addition of a discussion of “a personal insight into hunger” 

IV.  Nominations for SF for Democracy Officer Positions 

After Tom solicited the membership for nominations for officer positions, the following were nominated, not all at once but throughout the meeting : President – Tom Brown; Vice President – Susan Pfeifer; Acting Secretary (through end of July) – David Quan; Treasurer (with help from Tom on banking duties) – Mark Nagel; Membership Director – Tim Hsu; Political Director – Eric Storey, Erich Albrecht; Outreach Director – Jeff Whittington; Communications Director – Julie Tsai. 

V.  Clean Money Update

 Joni Eisen gave an update on Clean Money bills in the California legislature. Loni Hancock’s AB 583 has passed the Assembly Elections Committee and is in the Suspense File waiting for a vote by the Appropriations Committee. Both of our SF Assemblymembers on the committee are strongly supporting coauthors. Letters to wavering Speaker Fabian Núñez should encourage him to influence fence-sitting committee members. On the Senate side, Joe Simitian’s pilot bill for the publicly-financed election of Insurance Commissioner has been made into a 2-year bill, not requiring any action this year. The Clean Money Campaign continues to educate the public and to seek endorsement for the 2007 bill. SF4Democracy membership voted unanimously to re-endorse Assembly Bill 583 for the new year.     

VI.  Election Integrity Update

Brent Turner of Open Voting Consortium gave an update on legislative efforts towards election integrity. At the state level, AB 852 on voting system certification is also before the Assembly Appropriations Committee, where it was killed last year – but has a better shot this year. The federal “Hope Bill,” supported by major progressive organizations, does not include disclosure of source code and therefore OVC does not support it. Activists scored a victory in the City by convincing the Board of Supervisors not to accept a contract with Sequoia voting machines, because Sequoia refused to include language guaranteeing open source voting code. Instead, the Supervisors extended the contract for existing optical scanner machines from ES&S. The Elections Commission agreed with the activists. Department of Elections Director John Arntz was worried about excessive costs should all ballots have to be hand-counted. Brent said that it’s not known yet what the costs could be and SF could actually save money. Chronicle coverage of this issue has been very one-sided, ignoring open source activists.   

VII.  Organizational Update

Tom Brown summarized the legal complexities of our 501.c.4 status as a tax-exempt social welfare organization, advocating around issues and lobbying for legislation.  Although the organization is exempt from taxes on its income, contributions are not tax-deductible. A State PAC with a separate web page has been established, which will have state and local political actions, forum discussions, candidate endorsements, etc.  Because corporations cannot advocate expressly for federal candidates beyond their own membership (e.g., handing out campaign literature of endorsed candidates while tabling in public), to do that we must create a Federal PAC with separate segregated funds.  We also must include required discloser statements on newsletters, flyers and certain articles on a new web page.  A Federal PAC has periodic reports (2 or 4 times a year) which are due as soon as it is formed – even with no funds collected at all.  Tom explained that we still have questions to ask our lawyer, so we were not ready yet to decide on the formation of a Federal PAC, but that we could vote to give the Steering Committee conditional approval to do so.
Members voted in favor of conditional authorization for Steering Committee to create Federal PAC, if it deems such a thing desirable. 

          Noting that our budget has been seriously depleted by lawyers’ fees, Tom explained that he anticipated a short-fall which would require special one-time-only contributions to make up the difference.  He volunteered to match other members’ combined donations up to $1,000.   When more is known about the shortfall, Tom said he would send out announcements to the steering committee and coordinators first, then the remaining members.
VIII    Committee reports

Treasurer.  Tom acting for Mark Nagel reported “only hundreds” left in the bank. Donate, and your donation will be matched (see above). 

Programs.  Susan Pfeifer said that a video of Inconvenient Truth 2.0 event in April needs work to be usable; not sure if it’s worth it. She asked people please to put their post-June 6th events on the calendar, so she can put them on the meetup handout.  

          
Membership & Meetup. Tim Hsu reported 71 paid members, 51 more billed. June Meetup will be on healthcare, including mobilization for SB 840 (Sheila Kuehl’s single-payer bill), flyering after the Michael Moore film “Sicko” and videotaping best healthcare questions for presidential candidates. In July, Meetup will be Thursday July 12, so as not to conflict with the July 4 holiday and other clubs’ meetings. August: Matier & Ross; September: Nathan Ford, Director of the Municipal Transportation Agency.

         
Outreach.  Jeff Whittingon said tabling is starting this Saturday at the Ferry Plaza Farmers’ Market for SB 840, and AB 583 too. A brief discussion of whether our PAC could collect a bounty from local political parties for voter registrations (which must be conducted in a non-partisan fashion) was tabled until all our financial options and legal restrictions are run by the lawyer one last time.  

          
Political Affairs.  David Quan reported on discussions at the last committee meeting: Bus Rapid Transit along Geary & Van Ness (suggested having Nathan Ford speak in July instead of Sept), homicide and other crimes in the city and possible solutions. Jim Cowan reported that the Healthcare Task Force is moving from political affairs to outreach, from talk to action. They are using handout materials from OneCareNow but the movement is really a coalition of organizations.  Tom asked that when doing this type of tabling, our organization be promoted as well. 

          -Communications. Julie Tsai thanked Jeff for getting out last month’s newsletter. Communications will start having committee meetings again. We are trying out a Beta web site before we change to it for new improved blogging; Julie asked people to log on and play around with it, make suggestions for cleaning it up before we go live.

IX.  Update on Fair Trade

Mark Goodwin of the California Coalition for Fair Trade voiced his disappointment with the new Democratically-controlled Congress, because Pelosi, Rangel and the Bush administration have made a trade deal behind closed doors. Jeff Whittington has submitted a proposal to the SF Board of Supervisors to pass a resolution calling on Congress to reject a renewal of Fast Track (due to expire in June), which prevents Congress from having input on trade bills. Supervisor Mirkarimi will introduce it.

        
The membership voted to support passage of a resolution opposing Fast Track & the current trade regime: 12 aye, 1 abstain, 0 no.

X.  Added agenda item:  “a personal insight into hunger”

Jeff Whittington spearheaded discussion on a possible response to the Bush budget’s proposed cutting of the Commodity Food Service Program (one box of food per month), leaving the poor to subsist on $21 worth of food stamps a week. Dean Corps Coordinators Alane Bowling and Terese Lawler want to publicize how difficult it is to eat on $21 a week, by actually doing it and trying to get media coverage. Members voted to support these efforts.  

XI.  San Francisco for Democracy officer elections

With the exception of Mark Nagel, who could not make the meeting, candidates spoke briefly about their qualifications, and members cast ballots for San Francisco for Democracy officers for the 2007-2008 year.  Members were happy that we experienced our first contested race this year--for the position of Political Affairs Director. Those elected (by secret ballot) were:


President – Tom Brown 

Vice President – Susan Pfeifer

Acting Secretary (through end of July) – David Quan

Treasurer – Mark Nagel  (until a replacement is found)

Membership Director – Tim Hsu

Political Director – Erich Albrecht

Outreach Director – Jeff Whittington

Communications Director – Julie Tsai. 

XII      Adjournment

Submitted by Secretary
Joni Eisen

5/22/07
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