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Questionnaire for Board of Supervisors candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008

Candidate/Campaign Information:

	Candidate name:


	David Chiu

	Office sought:


	Board of Supervisors, District 3

	Contact person:


	Jon Golinger

	Mail address:


	1323 Polk Street, San Francisco, CA  94109

	Telephone:


	(415) 441-8393

	Email address:


	david@votedavidchiu.org

	Web address:


	www.votedavidchiu.org

	Anticipated Budget:


	$140,000 (I have accepted public financing)

	Funds raised to date:


	$100,000

	Percentage of donations under $50


	About 25 percent


General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?

At this time in San Francisco's political history, our city needs a new generation of leaders who can put aside the current politics of personality and work together to address the significant issues we face.  

As a neighborhood association leader and Small Business Commissioner who has served San Francisco as a criminal prosecutor, community court Judge-Arbitrator, and chair of District 3's largest affordable housing organization and civil rights attorney, I am running as the candidate with the widest and deepest policy, community and neighborhood experience.   

I am running to build bridges between diverse stakeholders who can create real solutions. My platform emphasizes the quality of life in our neighborhoods, public safety, increasing affordable housing, creating jobs and promoting small business.

 

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?

At this time, I am the only candidate who has been endorsed by neighborhood leaders across my district, the San Francisco Labor Council, San Francisco Police Officers Association, the head of several chambers of commerce, and the widest spectrum of San Francisco elected leaders, including five Supervisors (including outgoing District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin), Assemblyman Mark Leno, District Attorney Kamala Harris, Public Defender Jeff Adachi, Assessor-Recorder Phil Ting and 5 members of the San Francisco Board of Education.   
 

My diverse career path has prepared me well for the job of a San Francisco Supervisor.  After graduating from Harvard University with a law degree and a master's in public policy, I worked as Democratic Counsel to the US Senate Constitution Subcommittee as well as Senator Paul Simon's aide to the US Senate Budget Committee.  I have worked as a criminal prosecutor at the San Francisco District Attorney's Office and as an immigrant rights' attorney at the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights.  Eight years ago, I founded an Internet communications technology company, Grassroots Enterprise, and have served as its Chief Operating Officer.

3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?

From my perspective as the only District 3 candidate endorsed by the United Educators of San Francisco, the top three issues facing SF schools are (1) the lack of funding in the aftermath of Proposition 13; (2) the achievement gap between African-American and Latino students vs. white and Asian students; and (3) the current assignment process.  I have supported numerous measures to increase school funding, worked on multi-racial coalitions to address the achievement gap (which will require providing every child access to a high-quality curriculum differentiated to his or her specific needs), and had numerous conversations on how to fix the current assignment process (which will require preserving parent choice and input, balancing resources between schools, and increasing diversity in all schools).  As Supervisor, I hope to continue to help move these issues forward.

4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.

I believe our campaign is the largest grassroots campaign in District 3 involving the largest number of ordinary citizens.  As the campaign supported by neighborhood activists and leaders from each of the ten District 3 neighborhoods (based on my record as chair of Lower Polk Neighbors) and endorsed by the largest tenants’ organization in District 3 (based on my record as chair of the largest affordable housing organization in District 3), we have estimated that 250 volunteers have already been involved in our campaign in different capacities.  As a testament to our campaign’s strength, we submitted 1,300 valid signatures to qualify my name for the ballot; in comparison, the six other District 3 candidates who submitted signatures collectively obtained only 1,362 valid signatures.

5.  SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria.

I consider myself to fit exactly the mold of being socially progressive and fiscally responsible.    As a former civil rights attorney who has led battles to expand immigrant rights, represented sweatshop workers, fought for domestic violence victims, and chaired the largest affordable housing organization in District 3, I have a reputation as a stalwart social progressive.  As a small business founder who has served on the city’s Small Business Commission, I also have a reputation as a fiscally responsible advocate for efficient and responsible government that does not unduly burden small businesses. 

Issue Questions: 
1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco?
As a former criminal prosecutor with the San Francisco District Attorney's Office, I know that our criminal justice agencies can work more effectively, individually and collectively.  As a Judge-Arbitrator for the Polk Street Community Court, I value the importance of genuine partnerships between our residents and our local police officers. 
To reduce crime, I would advocate for the following: 1) effective implementation of community policing techniques in every District 3 neighborhood; 2) adoption of leading information technology to discern crime trends and create more sophisticated systems of response; 3) more efficient processing of citizen complaints against police officers; 4) prioritizing more resources on solving homicides; 5) treatment of auto break-ins as crimes rather than insurance matters; 6) implementation of a Community Justice Center; and 7) reform of policies and procedures to fully address domestic violence cases.
2. If you are elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco?
As the recent chair of the Board of Directors of the largest affordable housing organization in District 3 (Chinatown Community Development Center), I have a direct understanding of our need to ensure sufficient affordable housing opportunities in San Francisco for middle, low and very low-income families and individuals. 
 

Options I would consider to create more affordable housing would include: (1) ensuring adequate funding for affordable housing in general; (2) working with nonprofit affordable housing developers to ensure that they have adequate local financing to obtain matching federal and state housing dollars and private tax credits; (3) renovating existing public housing, which is cheaper than creating new buildings from the ground up; (4) during the planning process, considering prioritizing private developers who are building affordable housing; (5) encouraging the creation of limited equity co-ops via land trusts.  

3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco?
As someone who both lives and works in District 3 without owning an automobile, my travel is carried out on foot, on my bicycle, on Muni and on cable cars, in a taxicab, and through car-sharing.  Through these first-hand experiences and through serving on a community advisory group to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA), I have learned how our transit network can become a world-class system that goes hand-in-hand with San Francisco's Transit First policy. 

As Supervisor, I would work to strengthen every type of non-private car mode of transportation, from adopting recommendations of the Transit Effectiveness Project to revamp MUNI, supporting the expansion of bicycle land networks, enhancing city street design for pedestrians, reforming the taxicab medallion system to allow more cabs, expanding our city’s various car sharing programs, and supporting bus rapid transit proposals.

4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.

· Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.

Support _X_   Oppose ____   Why?
The signature threshold for the current recall process has proven to be too low in recent years, and Supervisors shouldn’t have to look over their shoulders after every unpopular vote they cast.

· SF Clean Energy Act.

Support _X___   Oppose ____   Why?
I am interested in the Act’s comprehensive study of possible energy alternatives that could be cheaper for consumers, set higher renewable energy standards, and may generate revenues for the city.

· CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.
Support ___   Oppose __X__   Why?

This proposition would significantly limit constitution rights and jeopardize teen safety.

· CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.
Support ____   Oppose _X___   Why?
This proposition would significantly set back the hard-won civil rights of the LGBT community.  As someone who the Bay Area Reporter reported has been a “local straight ally” who has “spread the marriage equality gospel” and “championed the cause with gusto,” I intend to help the fight against the hateful Proposition 8.
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