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Questionnaire for Board of Supervisors candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008

Candidate/Campaign Information:

	Candidate name:


	Eric Mar for Supervisor – D1 – The Richmond

	Office sought:


	Supervisor – D1

	Contact person:


	Gordon Mar

	Mail address:


	4328 Geary Blvd, SF 94118

	Telephone:


	415-505-2691

	Email address:


	Ericmar08@gmail.com

	Web address:


	www.ericmar.com

	Anticipated Budget:


	$140,000

	Funds raised to date:


	Including partial matching funds  - $85,000

	Percentage of donations under $50


	Vast majority of funds are small contributions of $50 or less


General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?

For over 24 years I have helped build stronger grassroots and immigrant community involvement from Chinatown to the Richmond District in Democratic and progressive campaigns.  I want to bring that same grassroots voice to city hall and work with SF for Democracy and other people’s organizations to change the direction of our City and country.

I’m running for Supervisor of District 1 to represent the Richmond District and to work with the Board of Supervisors, the Mayor and city government, labor and community organizations to make sure San Francisco is a livable, affordable and productive city for all – especially working families, seniors, the middle class and small businesses.

Second, my top priorities in the Richmond District and Citywide are good schools in every neighborhood, jobs with a livable wage, public transit that runs on time, universal health care, crime and violence prevention, small business assistance and development, neighborhood and pedestrian safety, and protecting our environment.

I will continue my work for economic and social justice by supporting community efforts to improve the quality of life for working families and build power and a real political voice for our communities. Despite the prosperity in many parts of our City there is a growing crisis for working families. Even many full-time workers cannot afford the bare necessities of life—housing, transportation, food, and health care. 

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?

I am strongly in support of both the Clean Energy Act and the Affordable Housing Ordinance on the Nov Ballot – I am the strongest pro-affordable housing and pro-environment leader in my district race. 

My coalition of endorsements and supporters is the broadest in my district – including the Sierra Club, ACORN, the SF Labor Council, SF Building and Construction Trades Council, League of Young Voters, a majority of the Board of Supervisors and the Majority of the SF Board of Education, Senators Yee and Migden, Assemblyman Elect Tom Ammiano and Fiona Ma, Public Defender Jeff Adachi, Ted Gullickson, Jane Morrison, and Henry Der [to name a few].

24 years of STRONG PROGRESSIVE LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE - For the past eight years, I have served as a Commissioner on the SF Board of Education. Since 2000 I have restored public trust in our school district finances; made transparency central to how our $600 million public agency operates; worked with the Mayor and Board of Supervisors to make new local financing available for cash strapped public schools, and improved teacher and staff salaries so San Francisco schools can attract and retain the best teachers.

Other accomplishments:

1. Authored legislation that created the Parent Advisory Council and strengthened parent, student and community involvement 

1. Authored comprehensive legislation on closing the achievement gap and fostering healthier/safer schools

1. Co-authored with Tom Ammiano and led the campaign to pass Proposition H in 2004 which provides up to $60 million per year in funding to for school arts, librarians, music, sports  & enrichment programs.

As a longtime community leader, I have led neighborhood and citywide efforts to preserve and expand affordable housing, to increase funding for parks and libraries, to improve services for youth and seniors, and to protect locally owned neighborhood businesses from unfair competition from big corporations like Starbucks.

I have taught Asian American Studies at SF State since 1992 and am the past director of the Northern California Coalition for Immigrant Rights and former Acting Dean of New College of California School of Law. I have lived in the Richmond District for over 22 years with my partner Sandra Chin-Mar, a public school teacher and our 8-year-old daughter Jade Mar.

3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?

· Adequate funding

· Equity and social justice and raising achievement for low income and immigrant students

· Improving transparency and inclusive decision-making; better involving parent, student and teacher voices in the decision-making process

See above.

4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.

Our campaign is the most family-friendly, grassroots operation in our district. Our field campaign has involved volunteers from dozens of labor, environmental and grassroots community organizations to walk each of our 52 precincts.

Our kickoff, mobilizations and events have included cultural performers, multilingual translation and popular education techniques to draw the input, wisdom and power of ordinary people into our campaign.  Our financial contributions have come from hundreds of smaller donations from regular folks throughout the city, not Downtown and developer money that drives our 2 main opponents’ warchests. 

5.  SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria.

BUDGET AND FISCAL EXPIENCE: I have served on the SF Board of Education for 8 years as President,Vice-President, and former chair of the budget committee. I have a strong track record of addressing our district's budget crises over the past 5 years in a balanced way by prioritizing cuts at the upper management level and protecting teachers and frontline staff while championing new sources of revenue like our Prop A Quality Teacher Act and Supervisor Ammiano's rainy day fund and his visionary Prop H from 2003 which strengthened arts, music, sports, universal preschool, counselors, nurses, and social workers in our schools.

San Francisco is in the midst of a severe budget crisis that may likely last through 2009 and beyond. I will draw from my experience as a leader on the school board to improve the efficiency and fiscal accountability of City government while maintaining full responsiveness to vital community needs.

SOCIAL JUSTICE BACKGROUND: I became active in the Democratic Party some 24 years ago in the 1984 and 88 Rainbow Coalition campaigns in Chinatown and with Asian American communities. In the 1990’s I was an activist attorney and immigrant Rights leader as Director of the Nor. California Coalition for Immigrant Rights, leader in the Living Wage Coalition and numerous community campaigns against wedge initiatives like 1994 Prop 187 [immigrants], 1996 Prop 209 [equal opportunity] and 1998 – Props 226/227 [attack on unions and bilingual education] and 2000 Props 21/22 [criminalization of youth and attack on gay marriage].

For over 24 years I have helped build stronger grassroots and immigrant community involvement from Chinatown to the Richmond District in Democratic and progressive campaigns.  

As a SF State Ethnic Studies teacher since 1992, I have worked with other faculty, student leaders and organizations to support and mentor thousands of SF State students in becoming activists, teachers, and stronger community leaders.

Most recently, since early 2007 I have helped to build the OBAMA Campaign in San Francisco with Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders for Obama and will continue to help the voter ID and fundraising operations locally.

Issue Questions: 
1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco?

Continue my support for community-based solutions to violence prevention and creation of living wage jobs especially for low income communities and stronger community services, healthcare, counseling, K-12 education, afterschool programs, universal preschool.
I support stronger community policing and improvement of police-community relations and stronger police accountability through a strengthened OCC and mechanisms for community oversight of the police.
2. If you are (re-)elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco?
I have been an early supporter of the affordable housing charter measure and will continue my activism for affordable housing and tenant rights.  To stop the gentrification and displacement and to fight for OUR San Francisco – a City for Working Families, Seniors and Youth - we absolutely need to build more affordable housing. The affordable housing crisis is not an accident The loss of working families with children is directly tied to the city’s over-production of luxury housing for much wealthier people. I believe the crisis has been caused by real estate developers’ pursuit of ever-greater profits and the failure of City Officials to stand up to downtown and big business interests. 
As the rest of the nation experiences the end of the housing “bubble,” San Francisco’s housing costs defy gravity. A simple two-bedroom rental can cost a family well over $2,800 a month in the Richmond; making it nearly impossible for long-time San Franciscans to stay in the city they work in. The high cost of housing damages our ability to pay for adequate health care, save for our children’s education and have financial state of mind.

The challenge of the next Board Of Supervisors is to build a housing policy that increases affordability options for everyone who the market is not serving—from those looking to buy their first home to those seeking to exit homelessness, and all of us in-between. Besides the SF Housing Fund, I also support the creation of affordable housing and the protection of renters; but will also bring new innovative ideas to help solve our City’s housing crisis.  As a longtime resident of the Richmond District, I will always work with SF4D, and other organizations and district’s residents to make sure that our changes to our neighborhood benefit the people that live here.
3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco?
San Francisco's transit-first policy has been recognized as a model for cities throughout the country, but challenges continue with respect to comprehensive enforcement.  One key to better implementation of our City's transit-first policy is making riding MUNI more attractive to residents by improving performance, efficiency and overall ridership experience.  I support implementation of the Geary Corridor Bus Rapid Transit project to significantly reduce trip time for the 50,000 plus daily riders on the 38 Geary line.  
 
Our Geary BRT progress is an important step forward towards a more 'transit first'  Richmond District and community.  As a rider of the 38 Geary, I know how bottle-necked the Geary Blvd Corridor can become especially during rush hours. And I believe the BRT is a step in the right direction in increasing efficiency and improving public transit use throughout our neighborhood.
Most recently, I worked closely with Fix Masonic, the Bike Coalition, Walk SF and others to improve pedestrian safety and encourage alternative forms of transportation along the dangerous Masonic Blvd from Geary Blvd to Fell Street especially around the many schools and educational institutions in the area.  I authored a school district policy and built unanimous support, with the help of the Bike Coalition and Walk SF and others, to ensure that parent and community-supported bike racks would be installed in more public schools and encouraging students and parents to reduce their 'addiction to oil' by utilizing alternative forms of transportation.  I worked with Alamo Elementary School parents and community supporters to install their first bike rack over the past few months as well.
I was an active supporter of the Yes on Prop A/No on H campaigns earlier this year to make Muni more efficient and reliable and to oppose Don Fisher's effort to create more car-dependency in Our City.  I also oppose his current efforts to privatize and commercialize the Presidio which many Richmond District residents feel also would increase car traffic through Presidio Blvd and the Arguello Gate.
And lastly, I have supported healthy Saturdays in Golden Gate Park and other efforts that will help ensure that many public spaces like Golden Gate Park can become car-free. My 8-year old daughter and I love the park on weekends with thousands of other people from neighborhoods throughout the City.
On a citywide level I support planning which allows more affordable and higher density housing development near transit corridors and the creation of transit villages and hubs.
As a bicyclist I strongly support the SF Bicycle Coalition and the City's bike plan to improve safety on Masonic Blvd and throughout the City and oppose any further delays in implementing the plan.
But for longer term solutions to our City's reliance on cars, addiction to oil, and our rapidly growing global environmental crisis, the environmental movement must work with schools and Cities to network and launch massive community education efforts aimed at proactive climate change solutions which involve investments in new wind, tidal and solar and alternative energy research, green collar jobs and green economic development.  I am joining the Sierra Club, Supervisor Mirkarimi and others in supporting and campaigning in the Richmond for the Clean Energy Act in November to make San Francisco a true nationwide leader in alternative and renewable energy for the future of our children and the planet.

4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.

· Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.

Support _X__   Oppose ____   Why? While I understand the need for a fair recall process if it is based on legitimate evidence of corrupt behavior, incompetence or malfeasance, I stood with SF for Democracy and others in opposing the Recall Campaigns Against McGoldrick and Peskin because those recall campaigns were politically motivated by conservative special interests and not based on any evidence.  

I will continue to support democratic reform efforts of SF for Democracy and others to help mitigate against future recall abuses.

· SF Clean Energy Act.

Support _X__   Oppose ____   Why?  I strongly support efforts to truly make San Francisco the Cleanest and Greenest City in the Nation by more aggressively reducing our reliance on fossil fuels and increasing dramatically our goals for development of alternative energy.  I will be actively campaigning to pass the Clean Energy Act in Nov. and to keep the pressure on our City to implement it as well.
· CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.
Support ___   Oppose _X__   Why?  I have been and will continue to be a strong supporter of the reproductive rights movement locally and abroad. Right wing and conservative forces have used measures like Prop 4 to chip away at choice and reproductive rights gains made by the women’s and reproductive rights movements. I stand strongly with pro-choice forces and will be actively campaigning against Prop 4.
· CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.
Support ___   Oppose _X_   Why?  I have been a strong supporter of civil rights and marriage equality and will continue to be an ally of queer and civil rights organizations fighting for marriage equality and human rights for everyone.
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