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Questionnaire for Board of Supervisors candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008

Candidate/Campaign Information:

	Candidate name:


	John Avalos

	Office sought:


	Supervisor District 11

	Contact person:


	Nate Milleer, 415-810-2436

	Mail address:


	4802 Mission Street

	Telephone:


	415-359-8367

	Email address:


	john@avalos08.com

	Web address:


	www.avalos08.com

	Anticipated Budget:


	$140K

	Funds raised to date:


	$75K

	Percentage of donations under $50


	25% approx


General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?

I running  for Supervisor to fight for San Francisco’s and District 11’s working families and neighborhoods.  I am a 10 year Excelsior District resident, a father of two kids in child care and public school. My wife is a school teacher at Monroe Elementary School in the District.  We know first hand what it takes to raise a family in San Francisco.  I am a trained social worker and a community and labor organizer. I have been a policymaker at City Hall and have some great experience making government more efficient and effective for underserved communities. I have great vision for making real change in the district. 

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?

Unlike the other candidates running in the District, I have a much deeper, personal and broader grasp of the issues affecting our district.  Many of the candidates are running on the same platform, yet I have done actual work on affordable housing, violence prevention, publc school education, after school programs and youth jobs.  

I am also the most genuine in my approach to campaigning.  I am not claiming to have done things that I have not done nor claim that I am something that I’m not.

3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?

1. I’m concerned about the achievement gap in schools, how Black, Latino and some Pacific Islander students are not doing as well as their White and Asian counterparts.  I want to invest in greater after school programs.  Many of these students don’t enter the school system prepared to learn. I want to ensure early childhood education for all and promote more access to child care centers.

2.  I’m concerned about impending school closures and will fight to make sure that this district with the highest concentration of school age children and youth can expect to have its school doors remain open.

3. The City goes through a tug of war on how much funding to give directly to the schools from the Prop H Education Fund. I will participate on the joint committee of the BoS and Board of Education to ensure that the City provides the greatest amount of cash resources to the SFUSD as possible.

4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.

Everyday people are who I am going to represent and they are in back bone of my campaign. My campaign consists of numerous volunteers some of whom have never campaigned before.  The value of my candidacy is the how we can involve new leaders in the community who even after the election can work in this district.  I also want my campaign to urge new voices in the political process and intend to work to develop long term leaders who will make themselves heard at City Hall.

I also intend to stay connected with my base and work with them to develop new strategies and policies at city hall.

5.  SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria.

I have been a champion of making government more efficient and have combed through the audits of the Controller and Budget Analyst to find cost savings and root out redundancies in government.  I am concerned about the expansion of positions at the highest end of the pay scale and will chop from the top so that the city can be more fiscally sound.  I will work to promote policies that promote transit, affordable housing, and the overall livability in this city for working families. I also want to promote programs and services that are lacking in District 11.

Issue Questions: 
1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco?

I will use my office to convene community stakeholders, the police and city departments together to plan for public safety in the District.  I want to set the highest standards for community policing and increased interaction between the community and the police.  I want to ensure greater arts, education and employment programs for young people. I will work to involve the juvenile probation and adult probation departments directly in District 11 to ensure that youth already in the system are following strict plans that will enable them to have more positive futures.

2. If you are (re-)elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco?
The city should pass the affordable housing charter amendment and expand rent control to new buildings to make more affordable housing.  The City should also be very aggressive about using vacant land to promote more affordable housing construction and fight for every dollar from the State and Federal Governments.  The City should actually follow the General Plan as a guideline and make greater plans for housing at in the Eastern Neighborhoods and Bayview Hunters Point Project area.

3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco?
I will work hard to ensure avoid increases to fastpasses and Muni fares. I will ensure that development in the city does not outpace public transit infrastructure and that the impacts of development are mitigated with fees that can improve transit.

I will support residential building projects that cater less to cars and more to transit, opting for less than a 1 to 1 car slots for housing developed close to our main transit nodes.

I will work collaboratively with BART, SAMTRANS, CalTrans and the governments of other adjacent cities to ensure the best interface for our transit and transportation services, especially related to Daly City Bart and Balboa Park BART Station.

4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.

· Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.

Support __X_   Oppose ____   Why?  I think the threshold for a recall should be much higher so that a recall would have to require a much greater effort demonstrating broader community sentiment.

· SF Clean Energy Act.

Support _X__   Oppose ____   Why?  The act will institute a study that will be very helpful to determine how the city can become a utility provider and combat global warming and air pollution.  Municipalities around the country do have a good track record of generating power.

· CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.
Support ____   Oppose _X__   Why?

Many minors’s safety relies on the right to their own privacy and discretion in making choices about abortion.

· CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.
Support ____   Oppose _X_   Why?

The California Supreme Court ruled correctly and the voters should not take away the right of same sex couples to marry.  Moreover, no one should deny the right for people to make lasting state sanctioned commitments with the person they love. 
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