  [image: image1.png]. SAN FRANCISCO
’é‘” for Democracy

ity PoLiTiCAL ACTION COMMITTEE





Questionnaire for Board of Education candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008
Candidate/Campaign Information:
	Candidate name:


	Mark Sanchez

	Office sought:


	District 9 Supervisor

	Contact person:


	Sunny Angulo—415-430-7091

	Mail address:


	2762½ 22nd Street SF CA 94110

	Telephone:


	415-314-7144

	Email address:


	mark_sanchez@earthlink.net

	Web address:


	www.marksanchez.org

	Anticipated Budget:


	$100,000 plus

	Funds raised to date:


	$50,000 plus

	Percentage of donations under $50


	50%


General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?

I am running for District 9 Supervisor because I feel I am well suited for the job. The D9 seat has long been a progressive seat, and through my eight years on the San Francisco Board of Education I have proved to be a consistent progressive leader. I have united an historically divided board of education and led the hiring of one of the best, most talented superintendents of schools in the country, Carlos Garcia. I am able to effectively work with a wide range of people and perspectives to develop policy initiatives to help solve difficult community problems. 

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?

During my eight years on the San Francisco Board of Education I have demonstrated legislatively that I am a progressive leader. I lead a school district team that is on the right track toward solving one of the civil rights issues of our times: the achievement gap between African American students and virtually all other students. I lead a team which is fiscally responsible and which consistently balances one of the city’s largest budgets.

3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?

My top priorities involve economic justice issues: affordable housing; community safety through violence prevention; and public schools that are funded and working better for students from communities that have traditionally been under-served. I will work with my colleagues on the board of supervisors, the mayor and our communities to ensure that we are proactive and implement socially just policies to address these concerns.

4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.

My campaign manager, field manager and volunteer coordinators are all grass roots activists. Virtually all of the volunteers on the campaign are from various communities that believe in progressive causes: bicyclists, war protesters, green energy proponents, public school teachers.

5. SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria.

I have served on the San Francisco Board of Education for nearly eight years, the last two as Board President. I have lead the board in balancing the school districts half a billion dollar plus budget for two years, the last year being the most difficult, with heavy state cuts coming down on the district. 

I co-founded two progressive, grassroots public teacher organizations: Teachers4Change and Teachers 4 Social Justice. T4SJ hosts an annual activist teacher conference in San Francisco that draws more than a thousand educators nationwide.

Issue Questions: 
1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco?

Community policing is essential to any efforts to lower crime rates—rather than security cameras and gang injunctions. As supervisor I will meet regularly with community based organizations, the police, community leaders, as well as small business owners and school officials to identify “hot spots” and work to prevent violence before it arises. This is the approach taken by Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi, and it has proven to work; violence—especially homicides—have declined dramatically in his district over the past year.
2. If you are (re-)elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco?
We need to limit condo conversion, and work to curtail Ellis Act evictions by forbidding condo conversions in buildings that have been Ellis Acted. We should have permanent land stock for Affordable Housing, there has been a 60% decline in HUD monies since 1976, we need to buy our own land. We should focus on land acquisition to increase our emerging land trust. I would severely limit construction of millionaire housing and I support the Daly-backed ballot measure that will allow for a city budget set aside for the construction of affordable housing. I believe as a part of any new development we should have inclusionary off-site housing dollars aimed at rehabilitating existing small housing units for more affordable housing availability.  The board of supervisors needs to have more control of off-site inclusionary dollars and use them for rehabilitation of existing units--this will be less expensive then new construction buildings.  

3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco?
The Transit-First policy for San Francisco needs to be enacted and enforced—with public transit made a top priority.  Supporting an infrastructure that includes bike lanes, Downtown Assessment District tax, and green pedestrian thoroughfares in commercial centers will promote bicycling, walking and other forms of safe and healthy transportation.  Working with city departments to get the Environmental Impact Report done in order to reinstate the Bicycle Plan will help create this infrastructure. Higher parking fees and lowering the amount of parking in new development discourages people from driving.  We need to make sure reliable alternatives are available, therefore, location and availability of Muni has to be an intrinsic part of any new individual development or large scale development such as the Eastern Neighborhoods Plan. Congestion zone pricing should be instituted and revenues to that program should go to Muni.
4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.

· Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.

Support __X__   Oppose ____   Why?

Recall elections are costly and often lead to more political division and gridlock. The bar for engaging in these elections should be raised.

· SF Clean Energy Act.

Support __X__   Oppose ____   Why?

I am working with the initiative sponsors as an advisor. Clean energy by 2040 will help save us from the detrimental affects of global warming—San Francisco should be the leader in this area, not the follower.

· CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.

Support ____   Oppose __X__   Why?

I’ve opposed both similar ballot measures in the past, both of which, thankfully, lost at the ballot box. Other states that have initiated this type of law have an increase in the number of second trimester abortions because teens delay being seen or cross state borders to seek proper care. And some teens might seek illegal and unsafe abortions. There are serious health risks that we would encounter if Prop. 4 were to pass.

· CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.

Support ____   Oppose __X__   Why?

As a gay man, I see Proposition 8 as a direct assault on my civil rights.  I am working to defeat it.
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