Questionnaire for Board of Supervisors candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008

Candidate/Campaign Information:
Candidate name:
Ross Mirkarimi 
Office sought:
Reelection Supervisor District 5 
Contact person:
 
Mail address:
721 Webster St. SF 94117 
Telephone:
 
Email address:
Rmirk@msn.com 
Web address:
www.rossmirkarimi.com 
Anticipated Budget:
$120,000 plus 
Funds raised to date:
$60,000 not including public financing 
Percentage of donations under $50
 Approx. 20% 
 
General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?
During my term, I’ve strive to make our lives better with proven results: significant decline in violent crime with foot patrols and community policing; stopped school closures by organizing neighborhood alliances and helped revive PTA’s where absent. I’ve authored citywide workforce reform, catalyzing new job training/placement centers; and sponsored landmark laws on climate protection standards, plastic bag ban, and commuter benefits for mass transit.
In partnership with many, we are witnessing the revitalization of our key small business/resident corridors such as Divisadero and Fillmore; and preparing the transition out of a troubled past - the end of Redevelopment Agency’s 45 year rein. I’ve fought hard for the passage of the 55 Laguna and Market-Octavia Plans (largest mixed-use, affordable housing in 20 years). 
Looking forward: securing long-term solutions to homelessness and neighborhood distress is imperative; tackling the high repeat offender rate with effective reentry; and making green energy cheap and accessible.

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?
My tenacity. My ability to broker uncommon alliances.  My ability to get things done.
3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?
Economy - seek increase funding beyond Prop H and the rainy day reserve from the City; Attracting parents to send their children to public schools instead of private; and fostering community support toward each public school; many schools do not have a PTA or a similar equivalent that connects community to school to the parents.

4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.
It’s my style and passion to organize by grassroots.  I’ve won many campaigns this way simply because I know no other method than by connecting to the streets and to our disparate neighborhoods and advocacy groups.

5.  SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria.
As a founding member of the California Green Party, I believe that we are the only political party that is defined by its Ten Key Values. One that speaks to the question: social/fiscal responsibility; everything from our advocacy to environmental and energy renewable innovation to good government to respect for diversity, is predicated on our behavior and agenda as a fiscally prudent progressive.

Issue Questions: 

1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco? I have been quite out-spoken and determined to deliver results in mitigating our City’s chronic violent crime rates.  Since 2004, San Francisco has suffered tremendously.  This is due to an absence of leadership in all circles law public safety but starting with the Mayor.  I have legislated strategies, whether they be foot patrols and community policing to district station boundary review to police efficacy, as a means to stimulate new approaches and measures of accountability.  I shall not rest on this issue. 

2. If you are (re-)elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco? Be determined and creative in securing more affordable housing.  I shepherd one of the largest affordable housing (mixed use) developments that the City has seen in 20 years: 55 Laguna (UC Berkeley Extension) and Market Octavia.   I enthusiastically support the Affordable Housing Charter.  I shall continue to be a strong advocate for tenants rights and I seeking affordable home ownership opportunities.
 
3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco? I was happily surprised to see the attention and support my Commuter Benefits legislation received locally and nationally.  I managed to assemble a rare coalition on this effort hoping that its passage will result with increased transit usage forcing improved conditions of transit itself.  I supported Prop. A but if the MTA doesn’t improve then I may feel obligated to reconsider this approach.
 
4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.
 Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.(
Support __x__   Oppose ____   Why? The current process is open to abuse and manipulation.  Recent efforts demonstrated this.

 SF Clean Energy Act.(
Support __x__   Oppose ____   Why? PG&E is only delivering 11.4 percent of renewable energy while we have the technological capacity to do much better.  It doesn’t make sense that PG&E was given a franchise literally in perpetuity meaning they have a monopoly until the end of time.  Other cities counties such as Sacramento, LA, Shasta, and more are blowing by San Francisco in delivering cheaper electricity generated from greater green sources; we can do better.  This Charter Amendment allows us to study this option. 
 

 CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit( abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.
Support ____   Oppose ___x_   Why? Pro-choice
 
 CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.(
Support ____   Oppose ___x_   Why? Pro-choice
