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Questionnaire for Board of Supervisors candidates 
California General Election, November 4, 2008
Candidate/Campaign Information:

	Candidate name:

	Sean R. Elsbernd

	Office sought:


	Board of Supervisors, District 7

	Contact person:

	Maggie Muir (510) 219-8008

	Mail address:

	150 Post Street, Suite 405, San Francisco, CA 94108

	Telephone:

	(415) 272-6726

	Email address:

	sean_elsbernd@yahoo.com

	Web address:

	www.seanelsbernd.com

	Anticipated Budget:

	Approximately $175,000

	Funds raised to date:

	Approximately $250,000

	Percentage of donations under $50


	Approximately 20%


General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each question.  You will have additional opportunities to address these issues.
1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you?


I am running to continue the hard work I have been doing for the last four years.  I believe I have effectively balanced my roles as a District Supervisor and as a member of the City and County Board of Supervisors.  That is, I have focused on the important neighborhood issues in District 7 (i.e. neighborhood park and library improvements, street repaving, and neighborhood beautification), while also pushing hard on important city issues like city budget reform and city retiree health care and city employee pension reform.  There is significant more work to be done, and I believe my record of accomplishments is evidence that I not only am qualified to serve another four years, but that I have also earned your support.
2. What sets you apart from your opponents?

I would challenge anyone, including my opponents, to match my knowledge of and my commitment to the people and the issues of important in District 7.  Having lived and worked in the District my entire life, I consider it a great honor to serve my friends and neighbors as their Supervisor.  This is an honor I do not take lightly and one that I value more than anyone else could.
3. What are the top three issues facing the SF schools?  What will you do about those issues?

The top three issues facing our schools are (1) the inaccurate public perception of the school district; (2) the public belief of many west side families that they cannot get into the school of their choice; and (3) funding, funding, and funding.  As a Supervisor, my role is limited – I simply have the bully pulpit of the Board to express my views.  I will continue to do all I can to boost the school district’s reputation, work with the school district on finding an admissions process that works, and continue to support creative funding streams for the schools.
4. SF4D PAC is committed to grassroots involvement. Please explain how you have involved ordinary citizens in your campaign.

The most fun part of my campaign has been my house party effort.  Friends and neighbors throughout the district have been inviting anywhere from 10 to 75 District 7 residents to their home to participate with me in a question and answer dialogue.

5.  SF4D PAC endorses fiscally responsible and socially progressive candidates. Please give examples of why you fit these criteria

The best example is my work drafting, passing at the Board, and successfully campaigning for this past June’s Proposition B – a measure that achieved a fiscally responsible goal of reigning in our City’s retiree health care costs, while also achieving the socially progressive goal of ensuring that our City employees receive a comparable and fair pension.
Issue Questions: 
1. Violent crime in San Francisco is at its highest rate in over a decade.  What will you do to reduce crime in San Francisco?
I will continue to support a proper budgetary balance between funding new police officers and also funding community organizations that reach many of our citizens before they even encounter the criminal justice system.

2. If you are (re-)elected to the Board of Supervisors what should the City of San Francisco do to make housing more affordable in San Francisco?
The City needs to continue pressing developers to go over and beyond our base affordable inclusionary housing requirements.  Moreover, the City should do significantly more to assist aspiring homeowners to make their down payments – that is, we should look to increase and broaden the eligibility levels of our down payment loan assistance programs
3. As a transit-first city, what actions would you take to improve public transportation in San Francisco?
The most important thing any Supervisor can do is fight to implement the San Francisco Transit Effectiveness Project.  The TEP is the key to our public transit system being able to meet the challenges of the next 25 years.

4. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot?  Please explain why or why not.

· Raising the number of signatures required to qualify a recall petition for members of the Board of Supervisors.
Support ____   Oppose _X___   Why?    There have been three attempts to recall members of the Board during the last eight years.  All three have failed.  I believe the bar to qualification is sufficiently high.
· SF Clean Energy Act.

Support ____   Oppose _X__   Why?  This measure is largely unnecessary as a great deal of the proposal could be done without amending the Charter.  Moreover, it sets as a priority the potential take over of the PG&E utility infrastructure.  While I am no fan of a monopoly, I believe there are higher and better uses of rate payer and tax payer dollars that should be addressed first.
· CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member.
Support ___   Oppose __X__   Why?  The slippery slope of restricting a woman’s right to choose is not a slope I wish to explore.
· CA Proposition 8: Amends California Constitution to restrict marriage to only between a man and a woman.
Support ____   Oppose _X___   Why?  Our marriage laws should not discriminate between heterosexual couples and same sex couples.  The freedom to marry is a fundamental right, and our Constitution should not abridge that right.
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